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P11ntllel' Spol'll News
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, ll 61920
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920

Dec. 14, 1982
LS-AS-BB-BB OPP

HOME: (217) 345-4166

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's basketball Panthers have lost six
straight.

It will take an upset to avoid being winless entering the Christmas break.

The Panthers, 0-6, will face Mid-American Conference favorites Ball State in Muncie
on Saturday afternoon (Dec. 18).

Then they go to nationally ranked Illinois State on

Wednesday (Dec. 22).
Although the Panthers have admittedly not played well, the schedule has been a
factor in the losing streak which is three shy of tying the school record set during the
1921-22 and 1944-45 seasons.
Thus far Eastern has played two nationally ranked teams, Missouri and Purdue, plus
Morehead State, which will challenge Murray State for the Ohio Valley Conference title.
Lewis University, a 55-54 winner last week, is one of the best Division II clubs in the
midwest.
"We're struggling with our continuity on offense," said Coach Rick Samuels.

"Now we

have to show some patience and some intestinal fortitude • • • particularly early in the
games so we don't get down so quick."
The last two times out the Panthers trailed Southern Illinois 8-0 and Missouri 14-2
enroute to 79-74 and 76-61 losses.
Although No. 7 ranked Mizzou maintained a lead throughout, the Tigers were forced to
keep their starters in the game to hold a 10-12 point margin.
>.

The Panthers Kevin Duckworth (Dolton-Thornridge), 6-11 freshman center, scored 14
points with nine rebounds, his best statistical game.
;~

"Kevin has played we~l during his time on the court.

He's had some foul trouble so

we've got to get him more playing time and get him the ball.

I think he realizes now he

can't coast • • • he must get up and down the floor to help us on both ends," Samuels said.

-more-

EIU BASKETBALL
ADD 1

The brightest overall performance last week was by Dirk Androff (Decatur-Eisenhower),
a 6-7 junior, who had three days practice after reporting late from football.
In three games Androff has averaged nine points and nine rebounds, pulling down a
team high 12 against Missouri.
"Dirk's definitely going to be a benefit • • • his rebounding has been good and he
helps with some defensive matchups.

But I think it will still

take awhile to become

accustomed to everyone offensively after missing so much preseason."
Androff started against Missouri and Samuels indicated he will remain in the lineup.
Also Kurt Lorenzen (Calumet City-Crete/Monee), who played his best game at Missouri
notching eight points and three assists most in the second half, will likely start in
place of Doug Crook.
"Kurt played with more confidence at Missouri, and hopefully will help us gain some
control on the offensive end of the court."
Following the ISU contest, the Panthers will be idle until the week long trek to
Hawaii, Jan. 1-8.

EIU will play Brigham Young-Hawaii on January 3, Hawaii Pacific on

January 6 and Hawaii on January 7.
PANTHER NOTES
THE GAMES:

Eastern Illinois at Ball State, 1:05 CST, Saturday, Dec. 18
University Gym, Muncie, IN
Eastern Illinois at Illinois State, 7:30, Wednesday, Dec. 22,
Horton Fieldhouse, Normal

THE SERIES:

Ball State leads the series 10-4 winning the last four in a row, the most
recent an 83-78 win in 1970.
Illinois State leads 66-46 winning last year's game 94-55.

THE COACHES:

EIU's Rick Samuels, in his third season, is 30-30.
Ball State's Al Brown, in his first year at BSU after five years as an
assistant, replaced Steve Yoder when he moved on to the University of
Wisconsin. Brown has a 3-2 record.
ISU's Bob Donewald, in his fifth year, is 79-41.
assistant under Bobby Knight at Indiana.

He formerly was an

